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(2) congratulates Detroit Shock guard 

Deanna Nolan for winning the 2006 WNBA 
Finals Most Valuable Player Award; 

(3) recognizes and praises the achievements 
of the Detroit Shock players, coaches, man-
agement, and support staff whose hard work, 
dedication, and resilience proved instru-
mental throughout the Detroit Shock’s 
championship season; 

(4) commends Detroit Shock Head Coach 
Bill Laimbeer, the Southeast Michigan com-
munity, the city of Detroit, and the Detroit 
Shock fans for their dedication; and 

(5) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) each of the Detroit Shock players; 
(B) Bill Laimbeer, Detroit Shock Head 

Coach; 
(C) William Davidson, Detroit Shock Man-

aging Partner; 
(D) each of the Detroit Shock coaches; 
(E) the Honorable Kwame Kilpatrick, 

Mayor of the city of Detroit; 
(F) the Honorable L. Brooks Patterson, 

County Executive, Oakland County, Michi-
gan; and 

(G) the Honorable Jennifer Granholm, Gov-
ernor of the State of Michigan. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CALL HOME ACT OF 2006 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table the Senate bill (S. 
2653) to direct the Federal Communica-
tions Commission to make efforts to 
reduce telephone rates for Armed 
Forces personnel deployed overseas, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows: 
S. 2653 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Call Home 
Act of 2006’’. 
SEC. 2. TELEPHONE RATES FOR MEMBERS OF 

ARMED FORCES DEPLOYED ABROAD. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Communica-

tions Commission shall take such action as 
may be necessary to reduce the cost of call-
ing home for Armed Forces personnel who 
are stationed outside the United States 
under official military orders or deployed 
outside the United States in support of mili-
tary operations, training exercises, or other 
purposes as approved by the Secretary of De-
fense, including the reduction of such costs 
through the waiver of government fees, as-
sessments, or other charges for such calls. 
The Commission may not regulate rates in 
order to carry out this section. 

(b) FACTORS TO CONSIDER.—In taking the 
action described in subsection (a), the Com-
mission, in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Department of 
State, shall— 

(1) evaluate and analyze the costs to 
Armed Forces personnel of such telephone 

calls to and from American military bases 
abroad; 

(2) evaluate methods of reducing the rates 
imposed on such calls, including deployment 
of new technology such as voice over inter-
net protocol or other Internet protocol tech-
nology; 

(3) encourage telecommunications carriers 
(as defined in section 3(44) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 153(44))) to 
adopt flexible billing procedures and policies 
for Armed Forces personnel and their de-
pendents for telephone calls to and from 
such Armed Forces personnel; and 

(4) seek agreements with foreign govern-
ments to reduce international surcharges on 
such telephone calls. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ARMED FORCES.—The term ‘‘Armed 

Forces’’ has the meaning given that term by 
section 2101(2) of title 5, United States Code. 

(2) MILITARY BASE.—The term ‘‘military 
base’’ includes official duty stations to in-
clude vessels, whether such vessels are in 
port or underway outside of the United 
States. 
SEC. 3. REPEAL OF EXISTING AUTHORIZATION. 

Section 213 of the Telecommunications Au-
thorization Act of 1992 (47 U.S.C. 201 note) is 
repealed. 
SEC. 4. PUBLIC SAFETY INTEROPERABLE COM-

MUNICATIONS GRANTS. 
Pursuant to section 3006 of Public Law 109– 

171 (47 U.S.C. 309 note), the Assistant Sec-
retary for Communications and Information 
of the Department of Commerce, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of the Department of 
Homeland Security, shall award no less than 
$1,000,000,000 for public safety interoperable 
communications grants no later than Sep-
tember 30, 2007 subject to the receipt of 
qualified applications as determined by the 
Assistant Secretary. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF A NATIONAL 
EPIDERMOLYSIS BULLOSA 
AWARENESS WEEK 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce be 
discharged from further consideration 
of the resolution (H. Res. 335) sup-
porting the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Epidermolysis Bullosa Aware-
ness Week to raise public awareness 
and understanding of the disease and to 
foster understanding of the impact of 
the disease on patients and their fami-
lies, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 335 

Whereas epidermolysis bullosa is a rare 
disease characterized by the presence of ex-
tremely fragile skin that results in the de-
velopment of recurrent, painful blisters, 
open sores, and in some forms of the disease, 
in disfiguring scars, disabling musculo-
skeletal deformities, and internal blistering; 

Whereas approximately 12,500 individuals 
in the United States are affected by the dis-
ease; 

Whereas data from the National 
Epidermolysis Bullosa Registry indicates 
that of every one million live births, 20 in-
fants are born with the disease; 

Whereas there currently is no cure for the 
disease; 

Whereas children with the disease require 
almost around-the-clock care; 

Whereas approximately 90 percent of indi-
viduals with epidermolysis bullosa report ex-
periencing pain on an average day; 

Whereas the skin is so fragile for individ-
uals with the disease that even minor rub-
bing and day-to-day activity may cause blis-
tering, including from activities such as 
writing, eating, walking, and from the seams 
on their clothes; 

Whereas most individuals with the disease 
have inherited the disease through genes 
they receive from one or both parents; 

Whereas epidermolysis bullosa is so rare 
that many health care practitioners have 
never heard of it or seen a patient with it; 

Whereas individuals with epidermolysis 
bullosa often feel isolated because of the 
lack of knowledge in the Nation about the 
disease and the impact that it has on the 
body; 

Whereas more funds should be dedicated 
toward research to develop treatments and 
eventually a cure for the disease; and 

Whereas the last week of October would be 
an appropriate time to recognize National 
Epidermolysis Bullosa Week in order to raise 
public awareness about the prevalence of 
epidermolysis bullosa, the impact it has on 
families, and the need for additional re-
search into a cure for the disease: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Epidermolysis Bullosa Awareness 
Week to raise public awareness and under-
standing of epidermolysis bullosa; 

(2) recognizes the need for a cure for the 
disease; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States and interested groups to support the 
week through appropriate ceremonies and 
activities to promote public awareness of 
epidermolysis bullosa and to foster under-
standing of the impact of the disease on pa-
tients and their families. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

GYNECOLOGIC CANCER EDUCATION 
AND AWARENESS ACT OF 2005 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1245) 
to provide for programs to increase the 
awareness and knowledge of women 
and health care providers with respect 
to gynecologic cancers, with a Senate 
amendment thereto, and concur in the 
Senate amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Clerk read the Senate amend-

ment, as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause and 

insert: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gynecologic 
Cancer Education and Awareness Act of 2005’’ 
or ‘‘Johanna’s Law’’. 
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